7th Grade General Music

FOCUS STATEMENT: Students will compose, actively listen to, and engage in relevant discussion about music in their lives. They will compose a song using music composition software and will perform simple melodies and chords on the guitar and the harmonica.
Goals – The students will be able to…

-Compose and perform musical “introductions” that represent their own personalities.  

-Create a timeline that shows music in their lives – past, present and future.

-Create their own vocabulary for describing and analyzing music.

-Compose and perform collaboratively in an ensemble.

-Analyze how musical concepts apply to life and other disciplines.


-Compose and perform blues music.

-Compose a song using a loop-based compositional software program.
-Perform simple melodies and chords on the guitar and the harmonica.
· Instructional Strategies 
-Individual and group projects and compositions
-Practice and performance of skills

-Class discussion

-Notes and worksheets
· Assessments – Performance of skills and concepts, tests, quizzes, observation of work and discussion done in class, projects.  All projects and composition are done in class. Students are scored on a 0-4 point scale based on the Marzano assessment and grading methodology.
0=completely unable to do skill

1=mostly unable

2=basically able, with some major errors

3=able to do skill (mastery)

4=able to go above and beyond with skill
· Resources Used in Class– Harmonicas, Guitars, Music from the Inside Out, Music Alive! Magazine, Acid Music Studio
· Contact Information
Tony Tatina

ttatina@d107.org
708-246-7376
-General Music & Choir
-bit.ly/9OPMXR
(short link to D107.org

General Music website)

WHY MUSIC?

Why should music be included as a basic part of the curriculum? 

1. Music is worth knowing. 

2. Music is one of the most important manifestations of our cultural heritage. Children need to know about Beethoven and Louis Armstrong as well as about Newton and Einstein. 

3. Music is a potential in every individual that, like all potential, should be developed to its fullest. 

4. Music provides an outlet for creativity, self-expression, and individual uniqueness. It enables us to express our noblest thoughts and feelings. 

5. Music teaches students about unique aspects of their relationships with other human beings and with the world around them, in their own and other cultures. 

6. Music opens avenues of success for students who may have problems in other areas of the curriculum and opens approaches to learning that can be applied in other contexts. 

7. Studying music increases the satisfaction students derive from music by sharpening sensitivity, raising their level of appreciation, and expanding their musical horizons. 

8. Music is one of the most powerful and profound symbol systems that exists. 

9. Music helps students learn a significant lesson - that not all aspects of life are quantifiable. 

10. Music exalts the human spirit.
Choir is available before school:


 Treblemakers (Girls 6th-8th)


Wed/Fri 7:30am





Low Key (boys 5th – 8th) 


   Mon 7:30am





� HYPERLINK "http://www.d107.org/Middle/MusicBand/choir.aspx" �http://www.d107.org/Middle/MusicBand/choir.aspx�











